
Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL - Thursday, 16 May 2002] 

 p10533b-10536a 
Hon Kim Chance; Hon John Fischer; Hon Kate Doust 

 [1] 

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE 
HON KIM CHANCE (Agricultural - Leader of the House) [5.57 pm]:  I move - 

That the House do now adjourn. 
As I indicated in my short ministerial statement earlier today, I will be calling on the House management 
committee to meet within five or 10 minutes of completion of the adjournment debate.  The purpose of the 
meeting is to consider some small amendments to the timing of the estimates committee hearings on Thursday.  

Banana Growers - Adjournment Debate 
HON JOHN FISCHER (Mining and Pastoral) [5.58 pm]:  I take this opportunity to bring to the attention of the 
House an issue concerning the protection of Western Australian banana growers.  After rice, wheat and milk, 
bananas are the fourth most valuable food globally.  Only 10 per cent of the annual production is available for 
sale; the rest is consumed as a staple diet.  Bananas contain carbohydrates, fibre, vitamins, A, B6, C, potassium, 
phosphorus and calcium.  Bananas have value as a fruit as well as a staple food.  The world banana industry is 
worth $US2.5 billion annually.   

Most bananas grown in Australia are grown in Queensland.  Here in Western Australia, bananas are grown in 
Kununurra and Carnarvon.  Queensland bananas are very large and Carnarvon bananas are smaller and sweeter.  
Western Australian producers have worked long and hard to establish a market for their produce.  They now find 
that their industry is threatened by the importation of produce that is probably infected with black sigatoka.   

Black sigatoka disease is common in foreign bananas.  It was first recognised in the Sigatoka Valley in Fiji in 
1963 and has since spread to Asia, South America and Africa.  It is also commonly found in Philippine bananas.  
The disease is fungal based and is spread by wind, rain and irrigation channels.  It causes significant yield loss of 
up to 50 per cent in addition to premature ripening, which is a serious defect for exported fruit. 

One of the ways to control the spread is to remove affected leaves.  Unfortunately, it is these leaves that have 
helped to spread the disease.  They have been used as fillers in packing cases used for export.  That practice has 
effectively spread the disease far beyond Fiji’s borders.  Because bananas are grown prolifically in the third 
world, disease control is extremely haphazard.  Black sigatoka is already in Australia and has affected bananas 
from Tully in Queensland, which is the premium banana growing area of Australia.  The Western Australian 
Government has banned the importation of bananas from within a 50-kilometre radius of Tully.  Western 
Australia must maintain this stance, not just for foreign bananas, but particularly for bananas from the 
Philippines.  We must protect our Western Australian growers at all costs.   

Biosecurity Australia, which is part of the Australian Quarantine and Inspection Service, is conducting an import 
risk assessment on the importation of Philippine bananas.  The Western Australian Department of Agriculture is 
conducting a risk assessment on the importation of Tully bananas to Western Australia.  These risk assessments 
are technical and the final decision will rest with the federal and state Governments.  Unfortunately, political 
expediency sometimes gets in the way of commonsense.  However, no amount of foreign political goodwill is 
sufficient if we infect our own produce with foreign bugs and diseases.  Foreign political goodwill will not 
protect government ministers at the next poll if they place the local industry at risk.  The importation of disease-
ridden bananas into Western Australia can and would ultimately destroy the Western Australian industry.  
Philippine bananas have not only black sigatoka, but also blood disease and moko disease, which are destructive.  
These are both bacterial diseases and are considered more serious than black sigatoka.  The importation of 
foreign produce can also bring in foreign species of insects and frogs that could wipe out many of our own plants 
and animals.   

I will give members an example of an occurrence in New Zealand recently that is of extreme concern.  The 
importation of table grapes from California was suspended because in a period of six months four black widow 
spiders were discovered in the boxes of those grapes.  The fact that the spiders survived fumigation, 
transportation and refrigeration is utterly frightening.  New Zealand believes that if four black widow spiders 
could survive, so too could the glassy-winged sharpshooter, an insect that spreads Pierce’s disease, which is 
currently decimating the Californian vineyards.  The glassy-winged sharpshooter thrives on eucalyptus trees and 
would be impossible to eradicate if it were established in Australia.   

A recent study in New Zealand of the 189 recorded reptiles brought into the country by accident shows that 16 
per cent entered with bananas and 86 per cent of all animals intercepted in cargo were still alive.  That is a 
frightening statistic that must cause us some concern.  We cannot be too careful in Australia.  We must be 
vigilant at all levels.  Despite these disturbing facts, Biosecurity Australia has announced that it will allow 
Californian table grapes into Australia.  As I have explained, these could well have Pierce’s disease.  The 
Philippines have declared that by not allowing their bananas into Australia, we risk the export of meat into the 
Philippines.  That is straight out political blackmail.  Australia has established a worldwide reputation for clean 
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and green produce and that must not be put at risk.  That brings us back to the Western Australian banana 
industry.  It must be protected and the Minister for Agriculture must ensure that it is.  

Shop Distributive and Allied Employees Association - Adjournment Debate 
HON KATE DOUST (South Metropolitan) [6.04 pm]:  I must respond to some of Hon Peter Foss’s comments 
made during the committee stage of the Labour Relations Reform Bill, particularly his comments about the 
recruitment practices of the Shop Distributive and Allied Employees Association of WA.   

I am pleased to hear that his child has joined the SDA, as it is known.  All children in workplaces should join the 
SDA; it is a wonderful thing to do.  I have signed up into the union a couple of thousand young people who work 
in the retail and fast food industries.  I know from personal experience that the union gives a very detailed brief 
to potential members about the benefits of trade unionism and what the potential member can gain from 
belonging to a union.  It also gives young workers the opportunity to go home and discuss the decision with their 
parents.  They may choose to sign up on the spot and on the odd occasion may ring up and say, “Listen, I’ve 
changed my mind.”  The union may receive a phone call from a parent saying, “My child came home and said 
she had joined the union.  I have difficulty with this.”  We would have a conversation about that and on most 
occasions the parents would terminate the telephone call very relaxed about the fact that their child had joined a 
union, understanding that their child would gain greatly from being a member of the SDA.  On the rare occasion 
that that would not occur, we would say, “Thank you very much for your call”, and end it there.  There were no 
dramas, no hassles.  The person had exercised his or her democratic right about whether to join a union.  He or 
she was able to opt out; there were no problems with that.  We have never been into forcing or coercing any 
individual into joining a union.  We are in the business of encouraging people to participate and become active in 
their workplaces through their union, and that is exactly what has happened in that workplace.  It is a daily 
occurrence in hundreds of workplaces throughout the State, and I am sure that a range of other unions would also 
go through a similar recruitment practice.   

As I have said, the SDA has demonstrated a very successful recruitment track record.  It must be doing the right 
thing if such high numbers of young people are joining.  I did say that over 9 000 people joined the SDA last 
year, and the bulk of those, coming from the fast food industry, would have been very young people.  So it 
cannot be all that bad.  It must be a very attractive option if we are seeing such high numbers of young people 
joining of their own free will. 

Hon Kim Chance:  And staying joined. 

Hon KATE DOUST:  And staying in the union as well. 

Banana Growers - Adjournment Debate 
HON KIM CHANCE (Agricultural - Leader of the House) [6.08 pm]:  Hon John Fischer raised a very 
interesting point earlier.  I am surprised that this matter has not surfaced in the House previously.  There are two 
parallel issues, particularly when we start talking about black sigatoka, but he has concentrated on what I think is 
the key issue.  The other issue is a disagreement between Western Australia and the other States on the level of 
funding we are providing for the outbreak in Tully.  Our argument on that question is that this national threat is 
not an exotic disease; it has become an endemic disease.  If we were to provide the funding that the Queensland 
Government has requested - and the Commonwealth, for that matter - we would find ourselves, in respect of 
other threats and in particular bovine Johne's disease, put in a very difficult position of funding other States’ 
responsibilities.   

I note that the issue raised by the member is a separate and much larger issue.  It revolves around what is called 
the SPS agreement, the sanitary and phytosanitary agreement, which is actually a World Trade Organisation 
function to which we are signatories as a result of the agreement at the Council of Australian Governments.  The 
import risk assessment is the functional component of the sanitary and phytosanitary agreement.  The member 
has certainly raised an issue of great sensitivity.  Being a WTO-based agreement, the outcome of most import 
risk assessments, at least from the point of view of the threatened and receiving countries - Western Australia in 
the case of bananas - is generally thought to be over-generous and leaning towards the liberalisation of trade.  
Incidentally, the member’s view is shared by the Western Australian Government.  That is exactly our position. 
The member mentioned the glassy-winged sharpshooter, which I have also heard called the lacy-winged sharp 
shooter.  It was at the insistence of the Western Australian Department of Agriculture that Biosecurity Australia 
was hauled over the coals on that matter.  Two years ago it agreed to allow the importation of United States table 
grapes without any recognition that the lacy-winged sharpshooter might be a threat.  It was the Western 
Australian Department of Agriculture that told Biosecurity Australia that there was a problem.  In my view, that 
indicated major holes in the import risk assessment process.  We have been through the same process with fire 
blight in New Zealand apples.  The trade issues the member mentioned occur with not only bananas but also 
pineapples and mangoes.  The latter two involved the Philippines, although the three seemed to run together at 
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one stage.  The member was correct in saying that the Philippines Government sought to exert leverage on the 
Australian Government through trade between Australia and the Philippines in meat and live cattle.   
It is a matter of major concern for me, and I understand the member’s point.  It is an ongoing matter.  The only 
ground we have made in this - and this was confirmed at the Primary Industries Ministerial Council meeting in 
Hobart a couple of weeks ago - is that the States have insisted on asserting their rights in the operation of the 
import risk assessment process.  The Commonwealth wanted to take control of it.  The Western Australian and 
Tasmanian Governments have insisted on maintaining state sovereignty in this matter.  The member would be 
aware that Tasmania has a particular concern about the importation of Canadian salmon.  This is an issue that is 
far from resolved, notwithstanding the small win we had in Hobart a couple of weeks ago.   
I encourage the honourable member to keep a watching brief on the matter.  I, for my part, will be happy to hear 
his advice as he chooses to offer it.  We are of the same mind.  There are obvious difficulties when Australia, 
possibly in good faith, enters into agreements of an international nature without the necessary information.  The 
Australian Government then seeks to enforce the operation of those international agreements.  Sometimes that 
enforcement is not possible, at least not without very close state government involvement.  I thank the member 
for raising the issue.  It is an extremely serious issue that is far from resolution.  We all need to be on top of it.  

Hon John Fischer:  One of the very great concerns is the role of the Australian Quarantine Inspection Service.  
Our trade agreements with New Zealand mean that its fruit can still come into Australia.  The figures show that 
86 per cent of product that had been fumigated still contained live bugs.  With Pierce’s disease, that could be a 
disaster.  

Hon KIM CHANCE:  There is some stand-by protection.  I always hesitate to offer it as a response by the 
Western Australian Government because people might deem it to be the complete response.  It is little more than 
a very effective bandaid.  Through our state legislation - I think it is the Agriculture and Related Resources 
Protection Act - we have the capacity to carry out certain actions that can prevent the importation into Western 
Australia of, for example, New Zealand apples, even if they were allowed to be imported into Sydney.  We can 
do things to prevent the reimportation of that product from Sydney to Perth.  Indeed, a few months ago Hon 
Christine Sharp raised the issue of fire blight and the importation of New Zealand apples into Western Australia.  
Members will note that I recently used that same Act to prevent the importation of South Australian unwashed 
potatoes when The Smiths Snackfood Company felt the need to increase its output.  I believed that that posed an 
unacceptable risk and was able to use state legislation to prevent that.  I thank the member again for raising the 
issue; we will try to deal with it as expeditiously as possible.  

Question put and passed.  

House adjourned at 6.16 pm 
__________ 

 


